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Ritualis a phenomenon that is ingrained into many aspects of
our lives whether we are conscious of it or not. It is a subject of
considerable anthropological discussion and many theories
have been devised to account for its existence and meaning. This
essay will focus on the functionalist approach to ritual in terms
of its preceding theories, the different directions it took, and the
theories that it inspired. This will be done primarily through an
historical analysis of functionalism throughout the 19th and 20th
century by its key proponents. 16 pp. Englisch.
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