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Excerpt: . chapter it. The trout is a very generous fish--a fish
that is highly valued both in this and foreign nations. Walton.
Of the numerous tribes of fishes which inhabit the streams of
Britain the trout is the handsomest, the best, and the most
sought after by the fly-fisher. It belongs to the genus Salmo,
which is included in the Cuvierian order Malacopterygii
Abdominales. This order embraces all those fish which have
soft rayed fins, and the ventral fins placed far behind and
unattached to the bone of the shoulder. All the Salmonidce
have eight fins, namely, two pectoral or breast fins; two ventral
fins, on the belly next below the pectorals; the anal fin, behind
the ventral fins; the caudal or tail fin; and two dorsal or back
fins--the hindermost of which is very small, fleshy, and without
rays. Although the trout in...
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