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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1871 edition. Excerpt: . ON THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH. T T is usual to regard the
expressions Christian-. unity and the unity of the Church as equivalent in import; but as numerous fallacies are
apt to lurk under the unreflecting use of the latter expression, it is important that a definite meaning should be
attached to each phrase, so that when they are used in different senses, as is often the case, we should be on
our guard against confounding them with each other. What Christian unity is, as delineated in the New
Testament, it has been the object of the preceding pages to show. How far what has been advanced applies to
what is usually termed the unity of the Church, we propose now to consider. Nothing perhaps has conduced
more to make the subject of the unity of the Church appear perplexing to many persons, than the common
practice of using the word church in a variety of senses, which are without sanction from the sacred writings.
The perplexity and difficulty arising from this source have been greatly increased by writers frequently using
the word Church as an ambiguous term, without adverting to the ambiguity. When the unity of the Church is
spoken of, accordingly, it is necessary, in order to guard against misapprehension, to ask ourselves, What
church is meant? The word church is now sometimes employed to signify an edifice designed for public
worship; sometimes to denote the clergy in contradistinction from...
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