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pleasing task which your kindness has imposed upon me, | cannot but feel embarrassed, from a deep sense of
my inability to address you in a manner suitable to so august an occasion, or adequately expressive of the
feelings which it is so eminently calculated to inspire. The practice of celebrating this day in a particular
manner, has been sanctioned by the unanimous voice of the American people; nor need | undertake to show
you that such celebrations tend to perpetuate a familiar knowledge of the means by which our country was
erected into a republic; to inspire us with a true love of liberty and a jealous care of our republican institutions.
Festive days in honor of heroes have been celebrated by all nations and throughout all ages, and the fruits
arising from their observance are manifold and rich. They carry us back to the days on which the glorious
deeds which we celebrate were performed. The virtues which time in its rapid march, perhaps in some degree
shrouded in the mists of the past, are brought fresh to our memory. Our souls hold communion with the best
spirits of other days; we catch the impulse which stimulated them to deeds of worth, and resolve to imitate the
nobleness of their example. Glancing at the records of the past, we behold, in the warmth of our admiration,
innumerable examples of the statesman and soldier crowned with honor and trumpeted by fame; but history
does not produce a single example...
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