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Intended use. Comparisons with other places should Implications. There are four important implications of be
based on the information derived from the same this discussion. 7 sets of estimates. If an agency wants to
compare First, users of ACS data should understand that an Salinas with other large cities, any of the three sets
of average is not a precise description of conditions estimates would be appropriate, since all three esti-at any
one point in time, just as users of Census mates would be available for every large city. But, if the 2000 long-
form data realized that a point-in-time agency wanted to compare Salinas with smaller cities, estimate was not
a precise description of conditions then the 3-year or 5-year estimates should be used over a time period.
depending upon the size of the smallest city in the comparison. The Census Bureau has recommended that
Second, users should keep the distinction between users should not compare 1-year data with 3-or 5-year time-
period and point-in-time estimates in mind data. Small cities with populations under 20, 000 would when
comparing ACS data with 2000 or earlier cen-have only 5-year estimates, so the agency should sus long-form
data. While the tables from the two choose 5-year estimates for all the cities being com-sources may use the
same or similar wording, the pared. If the agency wanted to compare Salinas in 2010 numbers reported refer to
difierent concepts. For to Salinas in 2011, then the nonoverlapping samples example, the 2005 1-year ACS
unemployment rate provided by the...
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