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Before the Twelfth Annual Conference for Education in the South Held at Atlanta, Georgia, April 14, 15, and 16,
1909 | shall confine this paper to the investigation of the question, Is the Negro public school in the South a
burden on the white taxpayer, and if so, to what extent? For the purpose of this investigation, | shall include the
eleven Southern States which, in 1900, contained 7,199,374 of the 8,840,789 Negroes then living in the United
States, or 81.4 per cent. of the Negro population of the country. These States are Virginia, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas and Tennessee. In these eleven
States the total population in 1900 was 18,975,665, of which 11,776,391 was white and 7,199,374, or 40.1 per cent.
was Negro. First. In order to find out whether the Negro public school is a burden on the white taxpayer in these
States, it is necessary, first of all, to ascertain what these States are spending for public schools, both white and
colored. The latest reports of the several departments of education indicate that these eleven States are now
spending about $32,068,851 for elementary and secondary public education. This sum represents every item of
expense, and is just slightly more than Pennsylvania spends annually for the same purpose. This sum is twenty-
one millions less than New York State spent for public education in 1907, and not quite twice as much as
Massachusetts spent in 1906. The wealth of these eleven Southern States is approximately twelve billion dollars,
while New York State has property worth fifteen billions, Massachusetts five billions,...
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