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important people and places in Mozart s life. *Includes a bibliography for further reading. *Includes a list of
Mozart s works. It is a mistake to think that the practice of my art has become easy to me. I assure you, dear
friend, no one has given so much care to the study of composition as I. There is scarcely a famous master in
music whose works I have not frequently and diligently studied. - Mozart Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-
1791), baptized Johannes Chrysostom Wolfgangus Theophilus Mozart, is widely considered to be the
culminating figure of the Classical Period in music, which spanned much of the 18th to early 19th centuries. As
such, he is remembered as one of Western Civilization s most prodigious and spontaneous natural talents, on
par with Leonarado da Vinci and Johann Sebastian Bach. Mozart once called music my life, and indeed few
were as naturally giFed at it. Mozart s memory and genius for music allowed him to compose lengthy works,
even full-length operas, without transferring them to paper until he had fully visualized and retained them. He
regarded copying as a tedious task, and this caused no small amount of consternation among performers, in
particular the orchestra, some of whom received their parts minutes before curtain. This was said to be the
case for the premiere of Don Giovanni, where Mozart was furiously scrawling and handing out parts to the
overture with the audience in attendance. Surprisingly, these entire works, sometimes hundreds of pages, not
penned until...
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