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PERIOD OF TRANSITION AND THE BEGINNING OF CONSOLIDATION
IN LATVIA`S POLITICAL LANDSCAPE

GRIN Verlag Sep 2007, 2007. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 210x148x4 mm. This item is printed on demand
- Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2000 in the subject Politics - International Politics -
Region: Eastern Europe, grade: 1,5 (A), Free University of Berlin (Otto Suhr Institute), 13 entries in the
bibliography, language: English, abstract: AHer a short period of being a liberal democracy in the 1920 s, Latvia
was ruled by totalitarian regimes, beginning with the dictatorship of Ulmanis and the following German
occupation of the country to almost fiHy years of Soviet rule which ended oIicially on September 6th, 1991
when the Soviet Union recognized all three Baltic states as independent. In the aHermath, Latvia found itself in
a process of transition which lasts for one decade now.When the people of Latvia were able to participate in the
first partly free elections in 1989 they chose almost exclusively candidates of their main opposition movement
Popular Front (LTF) to represent Latvia s interests within Moscow s Congress of the People s Deputies. Just one
year later, the last elections under Soviet rule took place on the national level in Latvia. The Popular Front
finished first and governed Latvia on it s way towards independence. As soon as the LTF was freed from the big
pressure under which it had fought for democracy against the powerful Kremlin it became obvious that the
Popular Front consisted of very diIerent political groups ranging from former communist party members to
Latvian nationalists. Some parties were very popular during one election, but in the next one they could not
collect enough votes to get into parliament. Some parties collapsed after a short period of time, others split into
new movements or merged with other parties. No coalition-government lasted for the whole...
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