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a Book of General Reference Where, too, there is such a variety of type, symbols, and marks employed, and so
many elaborate details, errors may occur. It is believed, however, that these will be found but few in number,
and of little importance. Besides the Rev. Mr Phelp, already referred to, highly-qualified gentlemen were
engaged on the revision of the proof-sheets as they were passing through the press. The Author begs to
acknowledge his obligations to those gentlemen for their important services. Dr Page, Professor of Geology in
the Durham University of Physical Science, Newcastle, and author of well-known works on Geology and
Physical Geography, specially attended to the correctness of the numerous scientific terms introduced into the
work. To give a list of authorities used in compiling the present work would serve no good end. Suffice it to say
that numerous works have been diligently consulted and compared, including the best and most recent
authorities. While the Author s field of review has been a very extensive one, and while he has of necessity
trodden a path common to authors of works of the same kind, it is hoped that no undue use of materials from
other works has been made. The most laborious care has been employed, and considerable expense incurred,
in securing accuracy. The Author trusts that this work will secure public approbation, and fulfil, in the opinion
of those best able to judge, the objects for which it is chiefly designed. In this Edition a considerable number...
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