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Truman Smith of Conn; On the French Spoliation Claims:
Delivered in the Senate of the United States, January 16 17,
1851 The bill to provide for the ascertainment and satisfaction
of claims of American citizens for Spoliations committed by
the French prior to the 31st July, 1801, being under
consideration; Mr. Smith addressed the Senate as follows: The
question comprised in this bill is, whether this Government is
not under an equitable obligation to make some indemnity to
those of our citizens who suffered by the spoilation of the
French anterior to the ratification of the Convention of 30th
September, 1800. If I were to consult my own feelings, I should
be prepared to refer this question to the judgment and vote of
the Senate, without a single remark on my part. The subject
has been so long before Congress, has been so often and so
thoroughly examined in reports submitted from time to time in
the Senate and House of Representatives, and has also been so
frequently and so ably discussed...
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