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awakened interest in the new educational era in China has brought into existence, within the last few years,
several books in English dealing specifically with the subject of Chinese education. Among these are The
Education of Women in China, by Margaret E. Burton; The Educational System of China as Recently
Reconstructed, by Henry Edwin King; and Chinese Education From the Western Viewpoint, by Yen Sun Ho. Each
of these timely works throws some light upon one or another of the many phases of Chinese education, and
hence has a place in the literature of the subject. There is still, however, a great demand for a work which will
present a connected account of the Chinese Public Educational System in its long process of development,
giving a perspective view of the rise and fall of the ancient and traditional systems of education under
successive dynasties, as well as a picture of the modern educational system as it is reorganized under the new
republic. The present study is an attempt to fill this want, and, so far as the knowledge of the author goes, it
represents the first serious attempt to disentangle the complicated history of Chinese education for the English-
speaking public. In dealing with a subject of this character, the question of selection among the materials
available and that of proportion among the parts have been difficult to solve. In spite of the care taken, it will
doubtless be found that many things have been omitted which were worthy in every way of a place with those
which have been mentioned, and that some phases summarily dealt with might...
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